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We were all saddened to hear that Roberto Cruz had passed away.   I know I speak for all of you when I send my condolences to Roberto’s family and to Heather Boyle and her family.   
Some of you will not understand what I am about to say but some of you will.   I know Roberto would have understood
“There are not enough South Americans in our club.”

Later in this ROAR you will read about a gathering of Roberto’s friends being planned for March. 
Many of you will remember Katerina Urbanova who curled in the ladder a short time ago before moving back to her home in the Czech Republic.   She’s the one who used to clean our clocks on the ice.  Well, it seems she continues to play extremely well as her Czech team has qualified for the World Women’s Curling event in Lethbridge this year.   

As Katerina continues to receive a copy of the ROAR each month, I can pass on our congratulations to her from all of us.   Nice going Katerina!  

On a visit to a movie theatre, a man was struggling to hear the dialog above the chatter of the two women sitting directly in front of him.   Unable to bear it any longer, he tapped one of the women on the shoulder.


“Excuse me, I can’t hear anything that is being said.” 


“I should hope not,” replied one of the women sharply.  “This is a private 
              conversation.”

What Has Been Happening Around Here?
 Message from our President, Pierre Dufour

As we progress into the second half of our season there are two subjects that

I would like to broach – Family Day and Club Jackets.   Both of these are part of our plans for the upcoming Centennial Celebrations.     
Family Day

On a Saturday in early October we will be introducing a complimentary Family Day Fun Bonspiel.     This is when your children, grandchildren, friends and relatives will all be invited to participate in this fun day.     It will be a great opportunity for them to come and see, first hand, why you get so much enjoyment out of our club.   

In most cases it will be their introduction to curling so there will be instructional assistance on the ice as well as different types of informal contests.   For example, there will be contests for the longest slide, the closest to the house without leaving the hack, 
2 end games and whatever other fun filled contests we can dream up between now and October.   
Complementary light refreshments will be served for both participants and spectators.

Club Jacket 
It has often been brought to my attention that we lack a standard dress code that would allow curlers from outside clubs to quickly recognize our players.   We either do not own  club jackets or, when we do, they are a mixture of different colours, design and styles.  

We thought it would be a good time to introduce a new club jacket complete with a Centennial crest.   By March we will have a sample of this new jacket (minus the embroidery) for your viewing.   At that time we will be taking orders from those who wish to wear these new jackets.  They will be ready when the Centennial season begins in October.  
If an accountant’s wife has trouble sleeping, what does she say?

“Darling, talk to me about your work”

100 Year Anniversary

Here’s a report from Cathy Hughes:
DVD

As mentioned last month, Joe Wroblewski and Bob LeMesurier have agreed to produce a DVD that would showcase our club over the past 100 years.    As they said “We are looking for any photographs of our old club before the fire and possible photos of our new club under construction.   Also, we would like any curling photos of older club members or any heritage photos that may be interesting.”

They are also interested in any anecdotes and pictures from your time at Montreal West Curling Club.    Please check your memories and send along as much information as you can to these two gentlemen.

Dominion Provincial Championship
Our club has accepted Curling Quebec’s offer to host the Dominion Provincial Championship in October 2012.     This will be great way to “kick off” the 100th anniversary celebrations.    This event will take place from October 26th - 28th with 
24 teams (12 Women/Men) vying for the honour of representing the province of Quebec at the National Championship in 2013.   There will be more news on this event to follow in the coming months.
Doctors say there are over 7 million people that are overweight.   Of course, that’s just round figures.

Roberto Cruz
Here’s a note from Heather Boyle:


Roberto passed away January 6th after a very brave and courageous battle with Pulmonary Fibrosis and Lung Cancer.   He was at the Turkey Shoot in December which actually ended up being his last outing. 

As per his wishes, there was no funeral or memorial.   He donated his body to scientific research.   His children visited the club in November and loved it.   They would really love to meet more of the people who were a part of their father's life.   His children, my children and I are hosting a get together on Friday, March 23rd at 7:30 p.m.  This will be during the Wilkinson and members are invited to come and have a drink and share some stories with each other about Roberto.    


We are truly overwhelmed at all the outpouring of love for Roberto.   It has been so comforting at this difficult time.   He touched so many lives and will always be remembered for his wonderful sense of humour, kindness, generosity, living life to the fullest and in the end he even turned out to be a really good curler!

If members wish to do so, they can make a donation to the Canadian Lung Association or to a charity of their choice.
See you at the club soon,

The city of Montreal’s Roads Planning Department has announced that starting March 6th all cars driving downtown will drive on the left hand side of the road.    If the experiment is successful, all other types of vehicles will follow a week later.   

And, the Provincial Bridge Planning Department has announced that all bridges will be closed from May until September from Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 
4:00 p.m.   This will give the workers the necessary daylight to see what they are doing.   The Federal Bridge Planning Department has no knowledge of these plans so they are planning to keep their portions of the bridges open during this time.
Messages from Match Chairman Kevin Alladin

Ladder

The first `"third" of the Grafton-Hunt competition came to a close on January 31.    The standing at press time with one game to go had team Alladin leading the A section with  16 points followed by Teams Hall, Grafton and Ship each with 14 points.   In the B section there is a tie for first place with Teams Watson and Carson each with 15 points and Teams Ryan and Pilon one point behind them.   Close competitions in both sections.  
All results are being posted on the website on a weekly basis. All teams are to be reminded to put the results of their games on both sheets after play.  I have been chasing results, but as per the rules, I can default both teams for not putting results up.


Calcutta - February 14-17
The deadline to register is February 1st so I hope you put your name down.    The skip's draft will take place on February 6 and the all important auction and draw (led by Ed Jones) will take place on Monday, February 13 at 7:00 p,m. 

Come and support your favourite teams!!   For any information, please contact
Rob Williams, the Chairman of this event at robert_nancy@sympatico.ca


Shamrock - March 12-17

Sign up sheets will be available at the club in early February.   For information or to register, please contact Kevin Alladin (event chair) at:  alladin.kevin@gmail.com


Dominion Playoffs - March 26-31

In order to register, or for eligibility requirements, please contact Kevin Alladin at: alladin.kevin@gmail.com


 A young man was nervously pacing up and down the waiting room outside the maternity ward of a hospital.    Meanwhile, a middle-aged man was calmly reading a magazine.  Sensing that the older man was not a first time father, the young man asked him, “How long after the baby is born can you have sex with the mother?’

The older man lifted his head from the magazine and answered, “it depends if she is in a public or private ward.”

Day Ladies

Here’s a report from Cathy Wardlaw: 
The Royal Montreal and Skins competitions are well underway and the second half of our Queen Bee has also started.  Thanks to Rosemary Cochrane for graciously offering to sponsor the Royal Montreal competition.    We are most appreciative of all our sponsors and will accordingly acknowledge them in our end of season round up news.  
LCA News
Our club has been very active over the past few weeks hosting the following events.    


January 19 - Tobin-Earle


              21 - Debutantes (Evening curlers)


              26 - Lady Tweedsmuir

And we will continue this busy schedule into February with the following events:


February 9 - Dudley-Kerr


 23 - Birks Challenge

Honourable Mention Section
We will use this section to thank our members who go the extra mile to ensure our club operates at its usual high standards.  

This month, we thank Judy Carson.

In addition to her position as House Chairperson, Judy personally cleaned all the 3rd floor  curtains.  She is also very supportive of her husband Bob who spends many hours in our club making sure we have the excellent ice we are fortunate to play on.  

Social Notes

We  extend special get well wishes to Dorothy MacKay and Helen Reid two of our stalwart, most loved members.
A reminder that our next Bridge Luncheon Social is February 8th.  Every member and their friends are welcome. 
News from the Bonspiel Grapevine……

This was submitted by one of my roving reporters:
On January 12th, Montreal West entered a team in the “MASK” ARADE Bonspiel at the Point Claire Curling Club – Ladies Section.

The day was well run by Martha Guerriero, an ex Montreal West member, and her committee.  The ice was great.  The camaraderie was superb.   The food was absolutely delicious.

To top the day, the Montreal West team was pleasantly surprised to discover they had won their section with a two-game points total.

So, you can then imagine how pleased and surprised they were when they were announced as the overall winners of the bonspiel!

Congratulations to the 2012 winners of the Armstrong Trophy!



Anna Grafton



Shirley Elliott



Ann Anderson



Sandra Arseneault

Did you hear about the limbo dancer who had his pockets picked?


How can anyone stoop so low?

Mixed Day Curling
Jack Herold Competition

The 2nd half of this competition is underway following the annual parade through Montreal West attended by thousands, well maybe hundreds…OK …what parade?

Competition for service at the bar promises to be intense with bar sales expected to soar passed last year’s record sales.  
Interclub
Chip Mowat was ever so happy when the dreadful, disgraceful  and disappointing December was over.     January was a new month in a new year and nothing could be as bad as the results in the last month of last year.  

So how did it go in January?   Let’s have a look:   

On January 13th at our club against Baie d”Urfe we had 3 wins and 1 loss.   Wow!   The winning teams were:  


Claude Labrecque
Eugene Fudge

Jean-Marie Martin

Ron Neill

Pierre Dufour

Bill Bedford

Bert Mombourquette  Mike Homonko
Doug Allan

Jack Ford

Jacques Lacroix
Gary Barker
On January 19th our teams made the long, arduous trip to Glenmore where we won 2 of the 4 games played.   The winning teams were:

Joe Balogh

Gloria Caron

Jean-Marie Martin
Ray Dubrule
Pierre Dufour,

Rick Hughes
Jacques Lacroix
James Botsford

On January 20th at our club against Pointe Claire we won only 1 game of the 4 that were played.    What do expect…miracles?    It was an exhausting trip the previous day to far away Glenmore.   The winning team was:  

Gloria Caron
Bill Bedford
Bert Mombourquette
Gary Barker
All in all, a big improvement over the previous month.
Before I retired, I was a plumber for 150 years – although that’s just an estimate. 

District Bonspiel

Here’s a report from Ray Dubrule who organized and ran this bonspiel:

On January 18th, our club once again hosted a District Bonspiel.   24 teams from the Montreal area, South Shore, North Shore and Ontario participated.  
A good time was had by all, both on and off the ice. 
A special thanks to our resident chef, Wolf Linsenmeyer, and all the volunteers who made this event a great success.
The winners of the 3 draws were:  
1st Draw
1st prize: Robert Henry - Laval

2nd prize: Ray Gauvin - T.M.R.

3rd prize: Yvon Goneau – Lachine
2nd Draw
1st prize: Guy De Rail - Lacolle 

2nd prize: (tied) George Léveillé – Otterburn Park

2nd prize: (tied) Pierre Lesage – St. Anne
3rd Draw
1st prize: Bob Griffith - Vankleek Hill

2nd prize: Ron Pilkington - MWCC

3rd prize: Bob Carson - NDG Legion
Town of Mount Royal Ultra Bonspiel

Our club had the winning team in this January Bonspiel: 


Chester Sawczyszyn

Joe Balogh

Mike Homonko

Joe Wroblewski
Nice going guys.   When I get to be your age I intend to curl in these Ultra events too.

Lacolle Bonspiel

Another winning team!     The overall winners of this all day bonspiel were:  


Ray Dubrule


Rick Hughes


Ron Neill


James Botsford

They owe a big thank you (maybe a drink?) to the Joe Wroblewski team who played well enough against the 2nd place team to knock them out of first place thus giving the win to the Botsford team.  Congratulations guys!   



Where is the safest place to be in the event of a nuclear bomb going off?

Downtown Hiroshima!!    I mean, what are the chances…..?
Junior Curling

No report this month.

Wednesday Evening House League 

Here’s a report from Geneviève Lemieux:

The first half of the season in now completed, and we are proud to announce the winners of our fall round robin competition. 

Winners




Tied for 2nd

Kate Harbert


Bonnie Soutar


Sharon Smith

Véronique Meunier

Laura Kobayashi

Donald Buchan

Marc David


Maxime Betournay

Mike Allen

Zack Wise


Sophie Bélanger

Geneviève Lemieux
Team Wise came in first place with 24 points.   We had a tie in second place with both Team Bélanger cumulating 21 points, but the win differential between the teams placed team Bélanger ahead.   Congratulations to all players !

We are now starting off with all new teams.   Let’s  see who will get the higher end in April.

Also, on January 21, our League hosted the LCA Débutantes tournament.   Even if our defending champions didn’t get to win this time, it was still a huge success.   Thanks to each and every member of our hosting committe : Rosemary Cochrane, Dale Huston, Laura Kobayashi, Mary Sutherland, Marc David and Suzel Julien.   Your time, organizing skills and delicious goodies were very much appreciated and made the players feel more than welcome in our Club.    Thanks also to Bob Carson for taking care of the ice, and to Kari Parm who tended the bar.

Ligue du mercredi soir

Maintenant que le premier tournoi à la ronde est terminé, nous pouvons annoncer les vainqueurs pour la session d’automne.   C’est l’équipe de Zack Wise qui a terminé en première place avec 24 points, suivie de près par les équipes de Sophie Bélanger et Geneviève Lemieux avec 21 points.   L’équipe Bélanger se classe cependant au 2e rang en raison du différentiel du nombre de victoires. Félicitations à tous les participants !

Pour la deuxième partie de la saison, nous avons de nouvelles équipes.  Voyons voir qui l’emportera en avril…

Il ne faudrait pas passer sous silence la tenue du tournoi des Débutantes, organisé par la LCA, qui avait lieu à notre club le 21 janvier dernier.  Même si les championnes défendantes de Montréal Ouest n’ont pas emporté la palme cette fois-ci, le tournoi fut tout de même un grand succès.    Un merci tout particulier à l’équipe qui m’a supportée dans cette aventure, soit Rosemary Cochrane Dale Huston, Laura Kobayashi, 
Mary Sutherland, Marc David et Suzel Julien.    Votre temps, votre sens de l’organisation et vos délicieuses créations culinaires ont été très appréciés de tous !   Un gros merci également à Bob Carson qui s’est occupé de la glace, et Kari Parm qui a tenu le bar.
Visiting a Native American village for the first time, a US government social worker observed a woman shouting and screaming at a man.  

“That lady sure gave it to you,” said the social worker to the man when the 
                 argument had subsided.  


“That’s my wife” replied the man.  


“Really,” said the social worker.  “What is her name?”


“We call her Three Horses.”


“Three Horses?   That’s unusual.   How did she get that name?”


The man rolled his eyes and said “Nag, nag, nag.” 

Wilkinson

Here’s a report from Zack Wise:
Hello everyone.    It is that time of the month for me to send the amazing Jim Matchett the updates for the Wilkinson.    (editor’s note:  As you can see, bribery does work.)

As I didn’t have a report in the January ROAR, let me take this opportunity to wish everyone happiness and good health in 2012.  
As you are aware, we lost a good friend and very popular member when Roberto Cruz passed away in January.   Roberto was one of the most energetic members of our club.  He curled in the Ladder and the Wilkinson.  

You will have read earlier in this ROAR that Heather Boyle and Roberto’s family will be hosting  a get together on March 23.     It will be a good time to raise a glass to Roberto and recall some of the fun times we had with him.  
 My condolences to Heather and her family and the Cruz family. 
Congratulations to Team Walpole winners of the A Section and to Team Savoie winners of the B Section:


A Section
Dale Huston

B Section

Francine Jones



Brian Williams



Robbie Sproule



Janet Walpole




Patricia Cogan
 


Zackary Wise




Norm Savoie
Norm Savoie’s team has another reason for being proud.   They scored a rare 8 ender on January 6th.   Nice going.   The losing team in that game shall go unnamed.    
Norm’s team and the Jim Doyle team will move up to the A Section.   Heading to the B Section are teams Jack Ford and Scott Grafton. 

I would like to thank Scott Grafton for assisting me with the ice.    It’s really appreciated.  If anyone else would like to learn how to pebble or nip please let me know.   I could really use your help to ensure the games start on time.  

Also, I would like to thank everyone who helped with the half and half draws.   It is great to see people offer their assistance because it will help the league in having a great final night at the end of the year. 
Your committee has decided on the method to be used for teams to qualify for the playoffs.    It will be similar to the procedure being used for the Ladder competition.   I suggest that each skip discuss this with me.   It will only take a minute of your time. 
Good luck everyone and remember to have fun.  It is great to see people smile and have fun on the ice.     Good curling everyone. 
Everyone knows two wrongs don’t make a right but what do two rights make?


The first airplane.

SPA Curling  Here are the standings as at January 22nd:

	

	Position by points
	Team
	
	Games won
	Games tied
	Games loss
	Games forfeit
	Total Points

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Bruce Blanchard
	9
	0
	3
	0
	30

	2
	Zachary Wise
	8
	0
	4
	0
	28

	3
	Steve Holdaway
	6
	1
	5
	0
	25

	4
	James Botsford
	5
	1
	6
	0
	 23

	5
	Rick Hughes
	5
	0
	7
	0
	22

	5
	Alan Bousquet
	4
	2
	6
	0
	22

	5
	Joe Wroblewski
	5
	0
	7
	0
	22

	8
	Dianne Huculak
	4
	0
	8
	0
	20

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Canfir Curling
Here is a report from Rob Williams (President) of the Sunday curling group: 

Canfir is a mixed social league of various age groups and skill levels.  We curl on Sunday mornings from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  We are actively looking for people to join our spare list or become new members for next season.  Very inexpensive to join as it costs less than $10 per game.  Come give it a try and see for yourself. 

If interested, please contact me at robert_nancy@sympatico.ca for more information. 

Regular Season Standing January 22nd– Week 12

Team


Wins
Losses    Ties
  Total



Danny Boyd

  7       
  2
    3
   29



Rob Williams

  7      
  4
    1
   27



Brian Williams
  7
  4
    1
   27



Pierre Cadorette
  5
  6
    1
   23



Bob LeMesurier
  4
  7
    1
   21





Nacy Gallant

  2
  9
    1
   17


The sergeant –major growled at his new recruit, “ I didn’t see you at camouflage training this morning.”

“Thank you very much sir.”

Kurling for Kids

Here’s a report from Nacy Gallant:

Saturday, March 31st is the big day!   Last year we raised $200,000 for the St. Justine and Montreal Children’s Hospitals.   This year our goal is $210,000.  

Montreal West has been the number 1 fund raising club for 5 years.  I would like to keep it that way.

How can you help?    You can enter a team, buy tickets, and/or get donations from anyone.   Remember – “It’s all for the kids.”
Registration fees are $40 per person and each player is asked to raise an additional $150 from the sale of tickets or by getting donations.   Each curler will get 2 books of tickets with 25 tickets in each book. 
This event sells out quickly so sign up early.  Last year we had to ask 2 teams to play at other clubs.     Please call me at 514 363 1896 or cell 514 501 9472 to enroll your team.  I would like to get the names and position of your players as well as their telephone numbers.  

Your entry fee entitles you to two 6 end games (starting at 9 a.m.), lunch and dinner.   There are also door prizes for the curlers.  

I will be receiving the tickets the week of February 13.   You can call me before this date to order your tickets, or after, but please call!
I will be around the club in early February encouraging you to support this cause.   
John Stone and Jamie Burnett will be my very able assistants in this task.   

Members – let’s all step up and give support to this very worthy cause.   Remember, “It’s all for the Kids.”    
Did you hear the sad story of the archaeologist whose career was in ruins?
What’s happening Over the Next Few Weeks?

Dates to remember:


February 

    1
-
Calcutta Entry Deadline 





    6
-
Calcutta Skip’ Draft








    8
-
Day Ladies Bridge Luncheon





    9
-
Day Ladies’ Dudley-Kerr 
   13  
-
Calcutta Auction






14-17
-
Calcutta 






  23
-
Day Ladies’ Birks Challenge



March

 
12-17
-
Shamrock Bonspiel


A native American chief and his son were sitting down one day and the son asked “Dad, how do we Indians get our names?”

“It’s very simple “, replied the chief.  “Your oldest brother was born by a river so we call him Running  Brook.   Your other brother was born in the early morning so we call him Rising Sun.     Anyway, why do you ask Broken Rubber?”






